
The Holy Spirit moves in our 
lives pushing out new growth 
and stirring up the soil of our 
hearts.  The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is taking deep root, and 
life is renewed and redeemed. 

     We may not be living in the 
same house when the pecan tree 
gives its first crop.  We certainly 
won’t see its last crop, but 
someone will enjoy this gift.  
Some of my “gardeners” have 
already died, but the fruit lives 
on in me.  I trust that God ,who 
has begun His good work in our 
new community, will bring to 
fruition that which is now just 
beginning to bud. 

    This year I planted a pecan 
tree in our front yard.  My 
grandmother has one in her 
front yard that was planted 
when my father was just a boy.  
Since January, when I purchased 
and planted the tree, I have 
wondered whether this 5-foot 
tall, bare stick would ever bear 
fruit.  But just this past week, 
several green shoots have burst 
forth, and I am rejoicing at the 
growth.  The difficult part 
about growing a pecan tree is 
the amount of patience and 
feeding it requires long before it 
yields a single nut.  However, 
organic gardeners testify that 
the healthiest growth is natural 
and slow.   

    Humans share this pecan 
tree characteristic.  We 
grow and change slowly.  
Our “gardeners” must have 
patience and give careful 
attention to our develop-
ment.  This work can be 
“fruitless” for some time.  
But in the spring of life, visi-
ble growth does appear in 
healthy lives.  We rejoice for 
this growth and tell our 
friends and neighbors. 

      I have seen our Agape 
family members grow this 
spring by facing sins of their 
past, taking on responsibil-
ity, and being just a little bit 
more alive than last year.  

Organic  Spir i tual  Growth   Kirk Craig 

New Hire!!  David Hi l l  

     We happily announce our first 
new hire at Agape De-
velopment Ministries.  
David Hill joins our staff 
as the part time Spiritual 
Growth Director.   His 
experience with inner 
city ministry and his 
passion for making disci-
ples of young adults suit 
him well in his role at 
Agape.  David, his wife 

Melissa, and 
their 4 children 
live in the Third 
Ward Commu-
nity.  Their ex-
perience ranges 
from church 
pastor to juvenile 
parole officer, to 
minister of mu-
sic.  The Hills are an excit-
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ing addition to the Agape Family, and they 
share values of community, disci-
pleship, and proclaiming the 
Truth. 
    David’s primary roles will be 
leading the weekly Bible study 
and fellowship time (in his 
home!!), as well as meeting indi-
vidually with young men and 
women to address personal spiri-
tual growth.  Spiritual transfor-
mation precedes personal and 
professional health.  We excit-
edly take this next step trusting 
God to provide for David’s salary 
and looking forward to having a 
deeper more profound impact on 
the Third Ward in Houston.   
     Please keep David and Melissa 
in your prayers as they begin serv-
ing with Agape Development 
Ministries. 

Check out our new 
website @ 

www.agapedevelopment.org 

We now process 
online gifts and 

pledges!! 

We also accept 
credit cards and 
Electronic Funds 

Transfers!! 

David & Melissa Hill 
David Jr., Asni, Journey, & Grace 



The latest round of mentorship continues to 
help inner city young adults live abundantly and gain 
their independence.  I am thankful for our new mentors: 
Brad Smith, Tony Mayer, Geneva Corbett, and Sue 
Knight.  I also congratulate those Agape Family Mem-
bers who successfully completed the job readiness and 
job placement portion as well as, made the commitment 
to mentorship: Ken Johnson, Nakiah Liddie, and Jerald 
Robinson.  Professionals in the areas of personal finance, 
education, and ministry have taught sessions on  credit, 
budgets, savings, funding college education, dating, and 
marriage. 

This round of mentorship also includes former 
participants who want to continue learning and revisit 
past topics.  Relationships are forming in the group, and real community exists between the members 
and mentors.  One member said, “Being a single mom of 4, I really appreciate having a safe place to 
talk about the challenges at work and at home.”  We happily provide safe places for growth.   

Mentor ship Continues     

Agape Family  Member Highl ight  

Working full time for a furni-
ture store, Ken provides for his 
family, but not without costs.  
Basketball, hanging out late, and 
answering to no one are no 
longer options. 

     Ken Johnson is the proud 
new dad of his daughter Kobe 
Kenaya Johnson.  Ken and his 
friend Pierre marked the event 
by going to Build-a-Bear for his 
daughter’s first gift.  This little 
bundle of joy has brought great 
changes into Ken’s life.  Being 
Daddy is fun when Kobe is 
happy or sleeping, but Daddy at 
3 a.m. is a whole new world for 
Ken. 
     Unlike so many fathers in his 
community and in the world, 
Ken is fighting to love, serve, 
and sacrifice for his little family.   

     When Jesus proclaimed his 
gift of abundant life, He did not 
promise a cheap or easy path to 
success, for Ken or anyone.  
Rather we must lose our very 
lives and deny ourselves to fol-
low him.  Fatherhood presents 
Ken with that choice to follow 
Christ yet again.  While no one 
is perfect, we are very proud of 
the path that Ken attempts to 
take.  We pray that, in the wee 
hours of the morning and in the 
hard hours of the work day, Ken 
will follow Christ. 
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Volunteer s  Help Ministry Live Beyond i t s  Means  
     Living beyond your means is 
normally a very bad habit, but 
thanks to the hard work of 
many volunteers, Agape Devel-
opment Ministries is able to do 
just that!!!  These volunteers 
contribute their talents to 
Agape so that each donated 
dollar stretches further.  We 
cannot thank you enough. 

      Visit our  redesigned website 
(www.agapedevelopment.org), 
thanks to Jonathan Fricke and 
Doug Roberts. Enjoy this year’s 
timely receipts thanks to Gary 
Pennington.   Thank you Lynn 
Lohr, Jan Whitehead, and Peter 
Taaffe for keeping us at peace 
with the IRS.  Thanks to all the 
guest speakers at Mentorship 

Night. Thank you Anne Grizzle 
for advising us in ministry and 
personal growth.  Thank you 
Rusty & Kristi Hawkins for 
livening up bible study.  Our 
mentors past and present con-
tinue to impact lives deeply.  
Agape’s Board of Directors has 
successfully led us through our 
first 2 years.  Thank you. 

Agape Development Ministries 
P.O. Box 88094 
Houston, TX 77288 
(713) 253-9602 
kirk@agapedevelopment.org 

Mentoring & 
other Volunteer 
Opportunities 

www.agapedevelopment.org 

Ken, Tiffanee, & Kobe Kenaya 

Nakiah finishes painting @ the Mad Potter 

Matthew 7:13-14 

“For wide is the gate 
and broad is the road 
that leads to destruc-
tion, and many enter 
through it. But small 
is the gate and nar-
row the road that 

leads to life, and only 
a few find it.” 


	Organic Spiritual Growth		 Kirk Craig

	New Hire!! David Hill

	SPRING 2007

	Mentorship Continues			

	Agape Family Member Highlight

	Page #

	Agape Development Ministries

	Volunteers Help Ministry Live Beyond its Means



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



